Romans 2:12-16  Conscience And The Judgment
Introduction:  In the past couple of weeks there has been a controversy over a new book by Rob Bell titled, ‘Love Wins’, which is yet to be released.  In this book, that has not been released, it seems that Bell wants to discount the reality of eternal punishment.  From endorsements of the book and the author’s own promotional video, it seems that he intends to promote the idea that ultimately all will be saved, though not without paying for their sins.  This raises some very important questions for believers about why we believe in eternal punishment for those who do not believe in Jesus and repent of their sins.  It raises important questions about the character of God and the necessity of Christ’s sacrifice for sins.  It raises important questions about how a finite being could pay for an infinite crime of cosmic proportions.  These questions are important, and we need to have an answer for them.  What about those who have never heard?  But they are the same questions that we have heard for a while now that many have already answered.  “What about those who have never heard?”  “What about those who have heard?”  “What about those who are sincere in their beliefs?”  They are the questions that God has answered for us through Paul’s letter to the Roman churches, answers to which we must pay attention.  In our text, Paul continues his explanation of why God is right to condemn both Jew and Gentile alike.  He does this here by affirming four truths that intersect to bring us to the right conclusions.  He affirms condemnation, Law, conscience, and a day of judgment.  As these truths are all brought together in our text we will see that there is no reason to assume ‘Universalism’, the belief that ultimately all will be saved, in any of its forms.
I.
Affirmation of Condemnation (sinned: chose life of sin)

A.
Without Law (perish: lost, ruined, render useless)

B.
With Law (judged: tried for everything in the Law) 
Luke 12:47-48 And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.
What is the benefit of the Law then, if it only serves to worsen our judgment?

II.
Affirmation of Law

A.
Hearers of the Law James 1:21-25
Some believed that hearing the Law was the most important thing.


B.
Doers of the Law 
Galatians 3:11-12 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for "The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather "The one who does them shall live by them."
If a person is to be justified by the Law, he must obey all of the Law without fail. The Christian message is that we cannot keep the Law without fail, so, we must seek out another righteousness, that is, the righteousness of Christ. The Law points us to Christ.
III.
Affirmation of Conscience

A.
Gentiles (ethne) do what the Law requires



1.
By nature 



2.
They become a Law to themselves


B.
Gentiles demonstrate 


Contrast with Jeremiah 31:31-34.


1.
The work of the Law (the conduct required)


2.
Written upon their hearts (everyone knows 



when they have been sinned against) 

C.
Conscience



1.
Conscience accuses (break law they know)



2.
Conscience excuses 



3.
The necessity of a pure conscience



a.
Conscience is fallen



b.
Conscience must be brought in line



c.
Conscience must not be violated
We need a pure conscience, because there is a coming day of judgment.
IV.
Affirmation of Judgment


A.
Coming day of wrath


B.
Secrets will be judged  Luke 12:1-5
Luke 8:17  For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light.
Matthew 12:36  I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak,
1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

C.
By Christ Jesus

Jesus is uniquely qualified to be the judge. Consider these four qualifications:


1.
Jesus is God John 5:22-23 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.


2.
Jesus is righteous man John 5:27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.


3.
Jesus is perfect sacrifice 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 …when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.


4.
Jesus is Lord Acts 17:31  because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 

Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Conclusion:  We said before that there is no reason to assume any kind of ‘Universalism’.  But there is one kind of ‘Universalism’.  It is ‘Universal Condemnation’.

Those who have never heard are condemned because they have the light to know right from wrong, and yet they still disobey.

Those who have heard but do not obey are condemned because they have a greater revelation of God’s requirements and yet they still do not obey.

Those who are sincere in their beliefs are condemned because they have not acknowledged that Jesus is in a unique position as the only mediator between God and man, and that he alone has the right to judge.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.

